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If we want to make business 

communication more effective, then 

things that mean the same 

have to look the same.

Prof. Rolf Hichert
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S AY  Convey a message
UNIFY  Apply semantic notation
C ONDENSE  Increase information density
C HECK  Ensure visual integrity
EXPRESS  Choose proper visualization
S IMPLIFY  Avoid clutter
S TRUCTURE  Organize content
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Let us unify the titles of pages, charts, and tables. We name the

who (entity), what (measure), and when (time period).



Let us present time series consistently with horizontal axes 

and structural comparisons with a vertical axis.2
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Let us identify scenarios by fill patterns. 
3
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HOW VISUAL CONSISTENCY HELPS 
BETTER UNDERSTAND REPORTS, 
PRESENTATIONS AND DASHBOARDS
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2022

Despite variances of 19% and 18% in Apr and Oct, 

we expect 250 mUSD more sales than planned in 2022
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Using IBCS reduces processing time by 46% 
and error rate by 61% 

Test group (90 participants)

Source: Freyer, J. et al.: More than just a standard — How IBCS facilitates the perception of business data. Creative Space Publishing, Charleston, USA, 2022.
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